












This is the seventh annual statistical management report-since the State

assullled management of the cont'11ercial fishery in 1960•. Prior to statehood
;. ~ .. . .

statistical reports covering the various commercial fisheries was compiled by'

the U.S. Bureau of COffil'llercial Fisheries. The reports· compiled by federal

agencies date back to the early 1930s. Historical data is available from

various publications, namely, the "Pacific Fisherman Yearbooks ll , from the incep-

tion of the fishery late in the 1800s. In a manuscript report published in 1964

Seton H.' Thompson, liThe Red Salmon (Oncorh:rnchus nerka) of Copper River, A1askau ,

has compiled and analyzed Copper River red salmon data prior to 1956. A

"Statistical RevieH of the Alaska Salmon Fisheries, Part III: Prince Hilliarri

Sound, Copper River, and Bering River", by ~\Tillis H. Rich and EdHard 14:. Ball,

1932, treats historical catch data, 1904 to 1927, for all five species of salmon

for the areas described and briefly discusses the history of the salmon fishery

from its inception.

Historically, the major fishery has been for salmon J however, both razor

clams and Dungeness crab have contributed to the overall economy of the Cordova

area. Prior to about 1957 a herring fishery contributed substentia11y with the

peak of the fishery occurring in the 19205.

Although all five species,of salmon are taken, the principal salmon

fish~ry is purse seining for pink and ch11:'o. salmon in Prince Uil1iam Sound. A

drift gill net fishery for king, red and coho salmon is conducted on the Bering

River - Copper River delta areas. A minor drift gill net - set gill net fishery

in the Eshamy district and a purse seine. - drift gill net fishery in the Coghill

district. of Prince 'Hilliam Sound is conducted to harvest sma],l runs of 'red

salmon.
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